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| was talking with a student (now a
linguist and teacher) on the day of Mo-
rioka University festival, when an idea
of the logic came to me like a flash that
the grammar of a natural language is a set of evolutionarily
stable equilibria. The wide-area habitat of humans and the
narrow-area habitat of koalas are each evolutionarily sta-
ble equilibria that can be explained in terms of applied
mathematics. | have been applying this method to the dia-
chronic aspect of the rapid expansion of the modern Japa-
nese mir-er-u “to see” and the slow expansion of the kyohi-
r-u “to reject” on the one hand, and to the broad
synchronic stability of [tanin goto] “someone else’s prob-
lem” and [bjaku-ya] “midnight sun” on the other, in order
to compute theoretical consequences.
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